The Perfect Christmas Ornament

This card looks small but unfolds into a beautiful snow flake or ornament design.  It is the perfect gift for someone at Christmas.  You can use it as decoration or even hang it from your tree.  Practice it with scrap paper first until you are familiar with the process.  Nothing is more personal than a hand made gift to someone you care about.  

Supplies

Cut four perfectly 4”x4” pieces of your favorite paper.  Cut two perfectly square 2 1/4”x2 1/4” pieces of paper that you can emboss your favorite design on.  Cut a piece of ribbon 26” long and you also need a bead that the ribbon fits nicely through.  Make sure the colors are well coordinated and it is also nice if the two 2 ¼” x2 ¼” pieces of paper are more of a card stock material. 

How To Do It

Place one of the 4”x4” pieces of paper in front of you.  Fold it in half again.  When you make all of the folds, make sure the edges are perfectly aligned and that the folds are clean and crisp.  Open the folded piece of paper in front of you.  Lay it on the table in front of you so it is shaped like a diamond, not a square.  Pretend you are in the nose bleed section of a baseball park looking at the baseball diamond below.  Keeping home plate pointing at your chest, fold second base so it touches home plate.  Crease it firmly back and forth.  Open it up and place the paper back on the table so that the crease you made runs from third base to first base or right to left.  Now that wasn’t too hard…was it?

The next step is a little harder, you have to fold the paper on its creases keeping the center of the paper (the pitchers mound) on the table.  This is how you do it.  Gently pinch together the third base corner in your left hand.  The crease should rise up between your fingers.  Now do the same with your first base corner with your right hand.  Keeping the center (pitchers mound) touching the table pull first and third up so they are touching each other or are perpendicular to the table’s surface.  Now pull second base and home together.  If you have done this correctly, you will have a perfect 2”x2” square.  Now repeat the same process with the other three pieces of paper.  Take your time and make sure all the edges are perfectly aligned and folded crisply. 
Now that all four pieces of paper are folded into 2 inch squares glue the four pieces together in a line attaching the sides that do have a crease in them.  Make sure the open ends are all on one side and the closed ends are all on the other.  Neatness counts here.  Use a glue stick so the paper doesn’t get all crinkly.

Now tie the ends of the ribbon together in a nice knot at one end.  Slide the closed end of the ribbon through a bead so the bead is now on the end of the knot.  You’re almost done, are you still with me?  Place the ribbon on the table in front of you.  It should run from left to right with the closed end on the left and the knotted end on the right.  Place the diamond shaped paper in front of you.  The closed end should be pointing to the left and open end to the right.  With your glue stick make a line of glue from first base to third on one side.  Turn it over and glue a line from first to third on the back side.  Always keep the closed end to the left and the open end to the right.  Now slide the folded diamond between the ribbon on the end with the loop in it.  The knot will be on the right, the loop on the left.  Hold the ribbon on the glued areas tightly until it dries.  Take the two 2 ¼” by 2 ¼” decorated pieces and glue them in place so they are cover the ribbon on the front and back of the diamond.  Hold in place until thoroughly dry.  You’ve done it!
When you slide the bead down the ribbon it holds the ornament closed.  When you slide it to the knot you can open the ornament until the two open ends meet and slide the bead back down to hold the snowflake like design open.  NICE JOB!  You can even decorate the inside of the ornament with your favorite stamps or special messages.  Have fun!

